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ton and his "Department of Justice," cruel and vindictive as the Secretary of War and his agents showed themselves on many occasions. For back of them there was a terrible popular cry for blood. The circumstances were peculiar. For the first time in the history of the American Republic, assassination had been resorted to as a remedy for what were considered political wrongs; and even the sober judgment of the people was shaken by this terrible development. Had Stanton been a different man, he might have restrained, or at least stood firm against, this loud clamor for victims, although it came with the most merciless reiteration from the party on whom he depended. It was, indeed, more the work of Stanton's party than of the revengeful Secretary himself.
General Hancock's share in this tragedy was, as we have stated, only that of a; spectator charged with maintaining the peace and order daring the operations of the judicial and executive departments. And at this late day, it is only ignorance of history which can excuse such animadversions upon his course as have been made in some quarters. As a soldier, he had a peculiar abhorrence of the idea of executing the penalty of death upon a woman; and while, of course, the whole business was entirely outside of his sphere, he yet did what he could, as military commander, to facilitate the communication of Mrs. Surratt with her counsel and friends, and .interested himself by advice to her daughter, and by providing for the quick transmission of a pardon or a reprieve, which, up to the last moment, he hoped might be granted.cretary Stan-a victory. He was not willing to run any risks."
